ACTH and resistance of small blood vessels to trauma: use of mucosal petechiometry.
The effect of an intramuscular injection of ACTH on the resistance to trauma of oral mucous membrane blood vessels was assessed by petechiometry. In a double-blind cross-over study involving 20 healthy volunteers, 18 showed a reduction in petechial count after the active injection but only nine did so after the injection of placebo. These findings may justify the use of ACTH in the management of patients with a history of haemorrhage after dental extraction.